
  

Save these dates!!   

Thursday, July 13, 6:30 pm   

Susan & Bill  garden             

6511 Alpha Dr, Alton                    

 

No July board meeting                 

 

Thursday, Aug. 17, 6:30 pm 

Debbie’s  garden                  

East Alton 

 

Thursday, Sept 21, 6:30 pm     

Carolyn & Paul ’s garden     

Godfrey 

 

Thursday,  Oct  19, 7 pm        

TBA                                           

Bethalto Senior Center 

 

No meeting in  November 

 

Thursday, December 7        

Christmas Banquet                 

Castelli’s Restaurant 

 

July garden visit:  Our June garden visit had many established gardens.  Our July 

garden will also have established gardens,  but as we know they are always a work in 

progress.  Here is a few words from Susan about her gardens.                                               

WeΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфстΦ  aȅ ŬǊǎǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ  ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΥ  ƛǊƛǎŜǎΣ ƛǾȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƧǳƎŀ Φ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜƻƴƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ                                                                                                                                     

Lƴ мффу L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ  

L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜΥ  ƘŜƭƭŜōƻǊŜǎΣ ƭŀŘȅ ǎƭƛǇπ

ǇŜǊǎ  ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǿ Ǉŀǿ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ   

! Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦŀƛǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŘŀȅΦ  {ǳǎŀƴ IΦ   

Directions:  North on Humbert Rd.  Turn right onto Seiler Rd/ County Hwy 52.  Turn 

right onto Wenzel Rd.  Take 1 st left onto  Alpha Dr.  House in on the left.   

Hayner Public  Library:  We have been invited, via website,  to a presentation 

at Hayner Public Library, at Alton Square Mall.  bŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΥ ¦Ǌπ

ōŀƴ wŀƛƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ.  Christopher Carl, Artist and Landscape Designer, a gradu-

ate from University of Illinois, will present a program on designing rain gar-

dens.  He will show a way to develop creative spaces to revitalize distressed 

city blocks through art and ecology.  Come learn of the benefits and beauty 

rain gardens bring to the landscape. Wednesday, July 12 at 6:30 pm in the  

Multipurpose Room, at Alton Square Library.  Please call for reservations at 

800-613-3163.  

June  Activities                                                                                                            

Alton Farmers Market:  Carole , Christy , George , Susan and Bill , Jerry r and Susan  

manned the booth at the famer’s market on June 3.  Jerry , provided canopy, table 

and signs.  He also had sweet potatoes  sprouting for demonstration and later sold.  

Christy, had painted some golf ball ladybugs and bumble bee plant decorations.  The 

kids enjoyed them.  Brochures were given out and some plants were sold.  We made 

about $52,  it covered the cost of the booth, with a little extra.  Several people recog-

nized the club from the plant sale, so that was kind of nice.  Course, we had some 

time to do some shopping, too.                                             
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President:  Carole Baker, 466-7718 

VP/ Secretary:  Susan Ruckman         
  466-5892 

Treasurer:  Gloria                              
          

Board members 

Vernice                                           
Christy                                                        

Gail                                              
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Joanne  — Hospitality                        
Debbie   —  Hospitality                   

Edith  — Plant sale                            
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Hope Center updates:  The gardens were weeded, mulched and a couple of vinca and lantanas were planted.  The grassy 
weeds did work their way back through the mulch.  Jerry has been back to spray.  When he followed up, he found moles 
had been working.  First time I remember of their being moles, rather strange since the area is surrounded by the building 
and asphalt parking lot.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Pictures, pictures and more pictures:  Please take pictures of your plants when they are at their finest and blooming.  It 
was discussed at the board meeting that the plants with pictures seem to sell the quickest..  Customers like to see them 
and  what color the blooms are.  Another  thing that was found to be helpful, is having the color listed on the markers.  If 
you need help with the pictures, please ask someone for help, it really does make a difference.  Also, just a reminder if you 
have a favorite picture please give to Jerry  for the 2017 album.                                                                                                    
June garden visit:  We spent the evening at Debra ’s garden. It was easy to wander around , follow paths and find surpris-
es at the end.   You got to see a  variety of plants.   There were friends gathering and visiting on the shaded patio.  There 
were shady and sunny areas.  Swings and claw foot bathtubs.  Debra has a green house where she starts some plants, 
mostly alyssum .  Debra had her son’s wedding in the shade in May, accommodating a  large tent.  A lot of hard work and 
love goes into taking care of this many  gardens.  And a lot of  mulch, 5 dump trucks and at least 2 pick up truck full.  Thank 
you for sharing with us, Debra.                                                                                                                                                         

Trimpe Middle School:  We received a thank you note from the science teacher at Trimpe Middle School,  they 
were the 1st donation that we had made to a school.                                                                                                                                                    
5ŜŀǊ ±ŜǊƴƛŎŜ ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳōΣ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ мǎǘ ƘƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǳƴƛǘΦ  
²Ŝ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ōǳƭōǎΣ ǎŜŜŘǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ ƎŜǊπ
ƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƘƻǘƻǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ ǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴΣ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ 
ǘǊŀƛǘǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦΦ                                            
 [ƻǊƛ  ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ¢ǊƛƳǇŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ .ŜǘƘŀƭǘƻ                                                                                                                                                                                     

Odds and ends: 

Pots:  Carolyn  had been to Hindleys Nursery.  She shared that they have a beautiful selection of pots, that can 
stay outside. See attachment.                                                                                                                                                                             
Basil:  Anyone looking for basil, Godfrey Greenery on West Delmar, has a sign posted at the entrance.                       
August newsletter:  The August newsletter will be August and September combined due to being on vacation 
the end of August.  If you will have anything for the September newsletter please let me knowΦ  {ǳǎŀƴ 

Activities in July: 

May мо—Aug 13,  Missouri Botanical Garden —  Garden of Glass,  the art of Craig  Mitchell Smith.  Garden’s Climatron Con-
servatory lights up larger -  than -  life fused glass work.                                                                                                                   
June 24 - July 23, Missouri Botanical Garden — Desert Exhibit,  rare look at the garden’s expansive cacti and succulent   
collection.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
July 12, Wednesday, 6:30 pm– bŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΥ  ¦Ǌōŀƴ wŀƛƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ.  Christopher Carl, artist and landscape de-
signer, a graduate from University of Illinois, will present a program on designing rain gardens.  Hayner Public Library, Alton 
Square Mall.  Please call for reservations, 800-613-3163.                                                                                                                                          
July 22, Saturday, 11 am -12 pm,- {ŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ CƭŀǾƻǊǎΥ IŜƛǊƭƻƻƳ ¢ƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŜ.  Join the Sierra Club and Grassroots 
Grocery in sampling organic heirloom tomatoes along with other interesting vegetables.  Produce and dips will be provided.  
Hayner Public Library, Multipurpose Room, Alton Square Mall.                                                                                                                                                                                       
July 22, Saturday, 9 am - noon, Hummingbird Festival and Banding.  Lewis & Clark Historic Site, Hartford, ILL 


