
  

  Save these dates: 

Thursday, Aug 17,6:30 pm 

Debbie Winship’s garden                         

E. Alton,  62024 

 

Thursday,  Sept 21,  6:30 pm                                  

Carolyn & Paul James’  garden                         

Godfrey, 62035 

 

Monday, Sept 25, 7 pm   

Board meeting                  

Carole Baker’s home                     

 

Thursday, Oct 19, 7 pm       

TBA                                          

Bethalto Senior Center 

 

No meeting in November     

 

Thursday, December 7             

Christmas Banquet and gift 

exchange                                

Castelli’s Restaurant                    

All pictures taken at meetings and garden visits can be seen at our website: 

www. mvgclub. weebly.com                                                                                                               

August garden  visit:   We will be going to visit Debbie Winship’s garden, 

Thursday, August 17.   Here is a little note from Debbie about her garden. 

I’ve only been in this house for 7  years, but I had to start from scratch, no 

flowerbeds, no  flowers.  So this has been a labor of love.  I made the decision 

to build the flower beds, but I kept them simple.  I kept them uniform, mainly 

to make it easier to mow,  there is a half an acre.  I don’t consciously try to 

match colors, I just plant what I like. One being the red hot poker plant or 

torch lily.  I found it at a nursery in Chicago, it was so different I had to get it.    

Gardening is not a job, it’s a labor of love if you love doing it.   Its relaxing to 

create something from nothing.  Hope to see you the 17th.  Debbie                           

Parking:  Debbie has 2 driveways & her neighbor on the left has a parking ar-

ea in front of her house that can be used. 

Directions:  Debbie is actually in the Rosewood Heights area.  East on IL-140/

IL-111, thru Cottage Hills. Turn right on N. Bellwood Dr/ Il-111 (0.90 mi).  Turn 

right onto E. Airline Dr (0.12mi) , then a quick left onto Wesley Dr (0.41 mi).  

Turn right onto El Paso Ln.  Debbie’s house is on the left. 

Fall Activities:  The garden club has been contacted by a former member 

about digging their plants because they will be downsizing.  They have a vari-

ety of  hostas to be removed.  They will be changing to an easier landscape.  

There may be a second former member that may also be changing their land-

scape.  Sounds like they have daylilies.  These will be taken into consideration 

for possible fall dig days.  We will have to look at members availability and 

willingness to help. Also transporting and overwintering will need to be con-

sidered.  Carole will have more information by the August meeting.                                                           

Community Hope Center:  Jerry has been fighting an ongoing battle at the 

Hope Center. Not only have weeds been coming back with a vengeance but 

there have been moles to deal with.  How there can be moles when the area 

is surrounded by building and parking lot? How did they get in there?  Jerry 

has also been doing some extra watering,  when it has been so hot.  Give Jerry 

a  big thank you the next time you see him.  THANK YOU JERRY!   
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President:  Carole Baker , 466-7718 

VP/ Secretary:  Susan Ruckman    

    466-5892                         

Treasurer:  Gloria Gowin  550-9923 

 

Board members                                                                               

Vernice Allen                                           

Christy Butler                                              

Gail Clarkson                                         

George Kahl                                                

Jerry Linker                                                   

Dottie Rogers 

Committee  chairs                         

Christy Butler — Trips                         

Susan  Hiller — Community Projects    

Joanne Bottens — Hospitality              

Debbie Winship — Hospitality                 

Edith Reed — Plant Sale                     

Jerry Linker — Historian and photos  

Need a new home:  Debbie Winship has 3 baby, pink flowered, spirea that need a home.  If interested let her 

know at the club meeting, which is at her house this month.  Or give her a call. 

Gloria Gowin has several thorn less blackberry bushes and ditch lilies with double flowers that need a new 

home.  If interested give her a call. 

July garden visit:  It was a warm evening in July, but there was a good turn out.  Susan and Bill Hiller were our 

hostess and host.  You walk up the driveway and there is the sun garden.   It has lantana, butterfly bush and 

Cheyenne Spirit Echinacea  and lots of plants.  The Echinacea has  multi colored flowers on one plant.  They 

have a relaxing patio and pergola areas.   Other areas have day lilies,    Across the back is Susan’s shade garden.  

The gardens contained ferns, phlox, hydrangeas, bluebells, wild delphinium,  wild ginger and many others.  Su-

san has peonies that were brought from her dad’s property. There was a fairy garden, where Susan likes to 

have her glass of wine.  They have many trees.  One of Susan’s favorites is the paw paw tree.  Susan has a lot of 

gardens to care but she has Bill to back her up.  It was a very enjoyable evening with good friends, in a lovely 

setting.  Thank you Susan and Bill for sharing your gardens with us.   The banner on the front page is one of Su-

san’s daylilies with a little visitor stopping to rest. 

Activities in the area:                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Lewis and Clark Community College –2017 Summer Garden Show– Solar Flair.  Solar Flair is a celebration of light, ener-

gy, lunar cycles and how plants connect with the cosmos. This year’s theme is influenced by the solar system and culmi-

nates with total solar eclipse,  Monday, Aug 21.                                                                                                                     

“Garden of Glass”– the art of Craig Mitchell Smith, extended thru Aug 21. Missouri Botanical Garden.                                                                                                 

Aug 19:  Missouri Botanical Garden Daylily Association Sale,    www.missouribotanicalgarden.org                                                       

Sept 5, 1:30-2:30-  What’s That Butterfly in My Garden—Four Season Horticultor Fall Webinar.  To attend in Waterloo 

call 939-3434 or to attend Collinsville call 344-4230.  https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration                                                          

Area nurseries check out www.gatewaygardener.com/upcomingevents 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.com/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.com/
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration
http://www.gatewaygardener.com/upcoming-events

